Name:
Course/section: 
Concert attended: West Michigan Symphony's Masterworks concert
Date/Time/Venue of the performance: 7th February, 2014, from 7.30 to 10.00pm at the Frauenthal Theater
Type/Genre of the concert:  Symphony concert
Program: 
1. Concerto for Violin and Oboe by Johann Sebastian Bach
2. Haydn’s most famous and rollicking work- the Surprise Symphony
3. Peter Schickele’s humorous Quartet for Clarinet, Violin, Cello and Piano, featuring the Vireo Ensemble.
4. Prokofiev’s fast-paced Classical Symphony
General expectation/impression of the performance before the concert: 
Usually, classical performances are characterized by the presence of a guest artist, who in most cases swallows up the talent of the individual members of the symphony into the background with his/her big prowess. However, this was not the case at this concert. Surprise and Classical Symphonies brought the talents of several musical prodigies within the West Michigan Symphony right into the foreground. This is definitely the reason why the concert maintained a constant high, rather than having an apogee and a perigee in spirit. Both the audience and the artists were generally lively throughout the show
Work/works I enjoyed the most and why: 
As expected, the climax of the concert came in the last performance of Symphony no. 1, Op. 25, in D Major, “The Classical” by Sergei Prokofiev. Almost 40 artists graced the stage to pull up a spectacular tribute to the classics of the famous Russian composer. This number turned out to be really powerful and capable in bringing out an all-time marvelous performance. Music director Speck expedited through this hearty piece quite enthusiastically, with the musicians matching his high spirit. The first movement was energetic, with the strings providing a concrete base on which the pipes and brass paraphernalia interjected the fascinating musical lines. The second movement was a revitalizing sentimental section, which beautifully transitioned into a nearly comical third movement that was brave with superfluous notes. The icing on the cake came in the fourth movement of this symphony that was characterized by a particularly spectacular display of prowess in the playing on the strings. Every artist was a star in their own way. The performance of this piece by Prokofiev, and the perfect way in which all members of the symphony contributed to an adorable and memorable climax of the concert really amused me. 


Work/works I did not enjoy much and why: 
In general, I enjoyed every performance of the night, but of course there were those performances I liked than others. Although it is false to say that I did not like any of the numbers performed,  the opening number of the concert, Concerto for Violin and Oboe by Johann Sebastian Bach was relatively less energetic. Violinist Jennifer Walvoord and oboist Gabriel Renteria used the mastery of their respective instruments to showcase this symphony, with Scott Speck giving the directions. The first movement was played crisply and in warm spirit, while the second movement saw Walvoord and Renteria pitch the violin and oboe to swing the theme back and forth, slowly, simply and rhythmically. Both artists played the soloist, either alternately or by blending their mellow voices together to create an amazing harmony. As they soloed, the violin provided the symphony with particularly beautiful tones in the lower index, while the oboe gave sweet tones in the higher register; this created an amazingly lovely rhythmic contrast. The third movement was a considerably spirited and playful spar by the two soloists. Despite being in minor key, this number was cheery with Bach’s overstated musical lines, but could not match the energy of the ensuing performances of the night.
Overall impression of the performance after attending the concert:
This was classical concert of its kind, particularly impressing by incorporating numerous talents and masteries to the offer an all round great performance. Besides that, the surprise performance of a modern day composition performed by a quartet was one brilliant and unique idea that took the concert to a whole new level. This is, without a shadow of doubt, the most thrilling concert I have ever attended. 
